Traditional boatbuilding in Laxe History

The town of Laxe was home to
several boatyards where small and
medium-sized boats were built.
Evidence of this activity can be
found in the photographs and
other information included in the
Vidal

Archives.

onwards,

the

From

1930

boatbuilders

gradually abandoned their trade in
favour of mining, and this activity
fell into decline. An example is
Manolo de Rei, a highly skilled
boatbuilder

who

became

a

foreman at Kaolines de Lage. By
the 1960s, activity in the boatyards
of Laxe was reduced to minor
repairs and maintenance work.
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Traditional boatbuilding in Laxe The future

Due to the lack of interest shown by the younger generations and the low demand for
production, in the not-too-distant future, this craft looks set to be limited to the repair
and maintenance of the few remaining vessels. Particularly worthy of note are the
boatbuilders’ skills both in naval engineering and working with the different types of
wood required to build the various parts of the boat. Indeed, they would select the
tree and time of felling in accordance with the task required. This knowledge and
expertise was passed on from generation to generation and the trade was normally
carried out by authentic family sagas.

Traditional boatbuilding in Laxe Restoration

The procedure used for the
Laxe

boat

consisted

of

repairing those parts that had
been damaged by damp or
had suffered wear and tear in
order to give an idea of the
structure and the building
method used. The illustrations
show each part of the boat
and their names, as well as
the tools that were normally
used

for

building

maintenance work.

and

Traditional boatbuilding Boats in Laxe

A considerable number of wooden boats
used for small-scale fishing (gill nets and net
pots) can still be seen in Laxe harbour.
The boats have a registration number which
can be interpreted in the following way: the
first number (3) refers to the list, which
corresponds to the capture method and the
sale of fish and other marine resources; the
letters (CO) indicate the maritime province
(A Coruña); the next number (3) is the
district within the maritime province; and
finally, the numbers correspond to the year
of construction and inscription. Today,
wooden boats are being replaced by vessels
made of steel or fibreglass.

